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From Your President  
RandiSu Tanem  

 
HELLO FELLOW JAYCEES!  

July is going to be packed with fun events!  The 
Water Carnival is going to be awesome, I have 
really seen people pull together to make this yearôs 
events top-notch. Thank you to Chairs Shannon 
Perry and Ryan Thomas along with all the event 
chairs that stepped up to help make the 66 th 
Annual Bemidji Jaycees Water Carnival a success 
this year.  We also have a motorcycle ride for Relay 
for Life, if you have any questions about the Relay 
for Life events contact chairs Crystal Hegg and Krisi 
Albright. We also have a couple meetings and a 
picnic, and of course rounding out the month will 
be the Beltrami County Fair Beer Garden, Thank 
you to chairs Karen Gannetta and Michelle 
Gonzales for all the planning to make this another 
successful year. 
 
Thanks so much to Nathan ñBoomerò Johnson for 
stepping up to do the Sandbox fill.  The day was 
long and the work was hard, but a great time was 
had by all.  We had adults and Jaycee Kids 
participate and I think we ma y get ourselves a new 
member in about 6 years! J I would also like to 
Thank Membership Vice President Kristi Albright for 

putting together an exciting Bowling Social. 
Everyone walked away with some kind of prize. 
 
I would also like to announce that we have  an 
account set up on Flickr.com.  It is an online photo 
sharing site, so if you have pictures you would like 
to share send them to 
bemidjinewsletter@yahoo.com.  
 
August will be upon us very soon and that means 
summer is almost over, so if you have any ideas for 
summer-type projects come to a meeting and let 
us know about it!  We would love to start some 
new events. 
 

Remember, "If you've got the DRIVE, we've got the 

KEYS!" That's not an opinion, that's a fact!  

 

In Jaycee Spirit,  

RandiSu Tanem 

77th President 

Bemidji Jaycees 

C: 218-766-8346 

 
 

             

 

 



 
 
 

Management Development  
Vice President  

Position Available  
 

Hello Jaycees!  
We currently are still looking for individuals to step 
up and fill the following open positions 
Management Development Vice President, 
Individual Development Vice President, Secretary 
and 3 Director. If youôre interested in being a part 
of the 2010 Board of Directors, contact President 
RandiSu Tanem; it is not too late to step up and 
make a difference. The 66th Annual Bemidji Jaycees 
Water Carnival kickôs off on June 30th, we will need 
lots of help in the Entertainment Tent from serving 
beverages, selling beverage tokens & mugs to 
admissions. If you would like more information on 
how you can help with this great project please 
contact either one of this yearôs chairman, the 
dueling team of Shannon Perry & Ryan Thomas. 
Look for more information from them in this 
newsletter. We also have the County Fair coming 
up shortly after the Water Carnival. If you would 
like more information about t he County Fair please 
contact either one of this yearôs chairman, Karen 
Gannetta & Michelle Gonzales. Look for more 
information about this fun project in newsletters to 
come. 
 
 

Happy Birthday Jaycees!! 
July  Birthdays:    
 Karen Gannetta 
 Rich Blomberg 
 David Fabian 
 Scott Kurtzweg 
 Jennifer Sanford 
 Ryan Thomas 
 
 
 

66th Annual 
 Water Carnival 

Hello Jaycees , 
 

 
 

You will notice that on the flier it shows 
Craft Show, July 2 -4. Please note The 

Craft Show has been cancelled this year.  
 
 

Night Life Under the Big T op!  
Tent opens at 5PM        Bands start at 9PM! 

Wednesday - country band Heroes and Thieves 
Thursday - eclectic rock band Shirts and Skins 

Friday - rock band Dr. Salty 
Saturday - classic rock band Octaveblue 

* Sunday  ï 2007 BluesFest winners  
Rock Bottom * be gins at 8pm 

No minors allowed in the tent after 8PM 



 
 
 

Family Comes First!  

 This yearôs Water Carnival has a strong emphasis 

on youth and family events!   Saturday is geared to 
providing fun for everybody, all -American style! 
 
The half-K kidôs fun run begins with registration at 
10 AM followed by the kiddie parade at 11 AM with 
on-site registration for both of those events at the 
Bangsberg parking lot 9 AM.  There will be lunch 
and activities under the big top tent located at the 
Lake Bemidji waterfront at 11:3 0AM.  The sawdust 
dig is at 1:30PM with the opportunity for the kids to 
win new bikes! 
 
At the waterfront Saturday, enjoy a far -east dance 
show at 2pm and the spectacular Bald Eagle Water 
Ski Show at 3pm!  Tae Kwon Do will chop and kick 
its way to the wate rfront with a demonstration at 
5pm. 
 
Whatôs the 4th of July without a parade and 
fireworks?  Both will be on Sunday with the parade 
starting at 1pm and the fireworks at dusk!  
 

Bingo  
Hi all you bingo players 

The bingo tent for the 66th Annual Water  
Carnival is set for some fun. We have the following 
groups helping us out this year:  Relay for Life,  
Bemidji Vocalmotive, Bemidji Fast Pitch Softball, 
Bemidji Speech Team, Trek North, and American 
Red Cross.  Take some time to help support one of 
these great organizations raise some money.  The 
tent will run from 5:00pm thru 11:00 pm on 
Wednesday, 12:00 (noon) until 11:00 pm Thursday  
thru Sunday,  and 12:00 (noon) until 5:00pm on 
Monday.   
This year we have our very own Bemidji Jaycees 
taking one night to  help Relay for Life raise some 
money.  We are in need of some help on 
Wednesday: June 30th from 5:00- 11:00 pm.  We 
want to beat our goal from  last year, so give 
Crystal Hegg or Kristi Albright a call to help us out 
at the bingo tent.   We are in need of about 3-4 
people to make it run smoothly.  
Thanks!  Have a great Water Carnival! 

Independence Day 
Fireworks Display  

 4 th  of July Fireworks on Sunday at Dusk  

The annual fireworks spectacular will be over Lake 
Bemidji on Sunday, the 4th of July!  In case of bad 

weather, the show will be moved to Monday.   
There will be a specially created music program 

synchronized to the display on the radio stations of 
Paul Bunyan and R. P. Broadcasting! 

 

Treasure Hunting!  

 This year the Bemidji Jaycees have hidden TWO 

medallions in celebration of the Water Carnival!  
The traditional medallion is hidden somewhere on 
public property near Lake Bemidji.  Clues can be 
heard weekdays on Paul Bunyan and R.P. 
Broadcasting radio stations weekdays and can also 
be found posted at the Bemidji Chamber of 
Commerce building next to Paul and Babe.  New 
clues will be posted each day until the medallion is 
found.  The first to find the medallion will win $300 
sponsored by LifeQuest Chiropractic and the 
Bemidji Jaycees! 
  

PLUS! 
  

A second medallion is hidden in Lake Bemidji State 
Park in what is called a GEOCACHE hunt.  
Geocaching is, put simply, treasure hunting by 
means of Global Positioning.  Using a set of latitude 
and longitude coordinates, treasure hunters will use 
hand-held GPS units to locate various points-of-
interests that ultimately lead to the final ñtreasure 
cache.ò  Those who find this medallion will be 
entered to win $300 sponsored by the Bemidji 
Jaycees.  More information on this geocache 
medallion can be found at the main office of Lake 
Bemidji State Park.  Vehicles visiting the park are 
required to purchase a vehicle permit. 

 
In Jaycee Pride, 

Shannon Perry    &   Ryan Thomas 
C:605-515-0439       C: 218-760-3374 

66th Annual Bemidji Jaycee 
Water Carnival Chairs 



 
 
 

Beltrami County Annual 
 Beer Garden 

Hello Bemidji Jaycees , 
It is that time again for us to put on our Cowboy 
hats and dust off the boots (unless if you were 
cowboy boots year round). Thatôs right just a short 
couple of weeks after the 66 th Annual Water 
Carnival we will be running our Annual Beltrami 
County Beer Garden on July 28th ï August 1st.  
 
We are going to be changing the t -shirts this year. 
Can I get a drum rollé..We are changing the color 
from Caution Green to John Deer Colors thatôs right 
we are going country. On the front wil l say 
ñNothing Runs Like A Jaycee!ò, on the back will say 
ñGOT BEER? Bemidji Jaycees Beer Gardenò. We 
need to order the shirts soon so if you plan on 
coming on out to the Beer Garden to help out 
please contact either Co-Chairs Karen Gannetta @ 
218-766-9174, E: tazz4199@yahoo.com or Michelle 
Gonzales @ 218-407-0713 with your shirt size by 
July 13th . We donôt plan to order too many extras 
but we want to make sure you get one.  
 
We will also be reimbursing you for your  parking 
again this year if you come on out and help. We 
encourage you to purchase the week pass if you 
plan to come out more than one day. We will 
reimburse you that same day you come help.  
 
We will be selling beer, pop & water, popcorn and 
freezeôs again this year in the Grandstands as well 
as in the Beer Garden. Something new we are 
adding this year is Ice Coffee and Hot Coffee. While 
you are enjoying your cold beverage or your hot 
popcorn you can relax to Entertainment provided 
by Diva DJ.  Thatôs right we have this exciting, 
talented Diva back again this year. Come on out 
and show off your talent.  
 
We will be setting up the Beer Garden and Fencing 
on July 24th and finishing up anything left on July 
25th. We will provide snacks and beverage for 
everyone that comes out to help.  

 
Again this year will be Wednesday- Draft Horse 
Pull, Thursday-Motocross, Friday and Saturday-
Rodeo and Sunday-Demolition Derby.We will be 
opening the Beer Garden up each day at 3:00pm ï 
1:00am. We are going to need lots of help s elling 
beer in the grandstands. We have the boy scouts 
selling popcorn in the grandstands this year.  
 
We look forward to having another successful year 
this year. We also Thank You in advance for all 
your help and support on this project.  So come on 
out and kick up your heels and have a great time.  
 
In Jaycee Pride, 
Beltrami County Beer Garden Co-Chairs 
Karen Gannetta & Michelle Gonzales 
 

 
Michelle Gonzales, President RandiSu, Shannon Perry 

and Crystal Hegg attended TIPS Training with the 
Brainerd Jaycees in Walker. 

   
Jaycees and Jaycee kids hard at work delivering Sand to 

the community during the Sandbox Fill.  

mailto:tazz4199@yahoo.com


 
 
 

Membership Development  
Vice President  

 
Kristi  

Albright  
C: 218 -368 -2644  

Hi Jaycees!  
The year is half way over and we have done a 
great job adding new members.  Welcome new 
member Lahnah Rossbach and Jeremy Boltjes!  So 
far, we are plus 9 members since the start of the 
year.  YEAH!  Lets see if we can get into double 
digits soon.  Remember, every time you sign a new 
member you get 10 Jaycee bucks, your name goes 
into our chapter drawing for a $50.00 gift  card and 
into the state drawing for some cool prizes at the 
yearend convention.  Our next chapter drawing will 
be the July General Meeting, so there is still time to 
sign someone up.  Keep your eyes open for some 
fun membership events coming up in August with 
our friends from Brainerd. More details later!   Have 
a super fun July!    
 
Kristi Albright 
Membership Vice President 
2010 Membership Vice President 
 
 

    Bowling Social 

Membership Incentives 
Program 

Sign a new member              10 JC Bucks 
Attend a Jaycee Meeting     5 JC Bucks 

Attend a JC Project/Social    5 JC Bucks 
Chairing any JC Project              10 JC Bucks 

Attending a JC Training                3 JC Bucks 

Attending a JC Road Run     5 JC Bucks 
 (See Crystal Hegg) 

Bring a Prospective member to               4 JC Bucks a 
JC function        for prospective member 

Redeeming your JC Bucks  

$10.00 gift card of your choice    50 JC Bucks 
$20.00 towards future   100 JC Bucks 

     Membership dues 
A drink ($5.00 or under)     30 JC Bucks 

     at a JC Meeting 
2 Movie tickets & dinner  150 JC Bucks 

     (up to $30.00)  

JC Apparel (t-shirts)    75 JC Bucks 
½ of hotel room at convention  200 JC Bucks 

     (up to $50.00)  
 

June, July & August      
Members that are Due 

* = Paid  

July  Members:  
Crystal Hegg   Char Blashill 
Philip Dorman   Matt Hemstad 
Mychal Stittsworth*   RandiSu Tanem 
Jolee Wackerfuss  David Wills 
Jon Wills 
 
August Members:  
Kristi Albright   Darvin Bohlman 
David Juelson   Sandy Lewis 
Tonya Sandbo-Jaycox  Amanda Vincent 
Becca Wold 
 
If you know any of these members please help our 
Membership Vice President Kristi by asking them to 

resign and collect their dues. Remember membership is 
everyone job not just the Vice  Presidents. Thank You  



 
 
 

Public Rel ations  
Vice President  

  
Karen  

Gannetta  
C: 218 -766 -9174   

 
Hello Bemidji Jaycees  

      

Just a reminder that anyone can submit an article 
to the newsletter, it could be a project you are 
running (we recommend this), quotes, receipts, 
trivia and anything tha t you feel would be fun to 
read or do. Articles are due by the 15 th of each 
month, with some exceptions if you contact me . 
You can email your articles to 
bemidjinewsletter@yahoo.com.  
 
If you need your proje ct information on the website 
send it to Becca Wold and she will promptly get it 
on the website for you.  
 
A FAN page has been created on Facebook. Come 
check us out and become a fan. This is going to be 
a great networking tool for our organization. As of 
June 1st we had 381 Fans. For those of you that 
donôt have a Facebook account on the web. Go to 
www.facebook.com and sign up. Once you have 
signed up type in Bemidji Jaycees and the FAN 
page will pop up. Spread the word about our Fan 
page; letôs see if we can hit 999 Fans by the end of 
the year. Are you up for the challenge? I know I 
am! 
 
Just a reminder, to send your information to Dave  
Geiger for the weekly update at 
bemidjinewsletter@yahoo.com with Weekly update 
info in the subject line.  

 
We have our Flickr account set up. This will make it 
easier to upload pictures from any events that y ou 
attend. This will be a great tool for us to use, 
especially for the year end slide show. 
 
If you have any questions or suggestions about the 
Public Relations area please feel free to call or 
email me at the information that has been 
provided. 
 
In Jaycee Pride, 
Karen Gannetta 
2010 Public Relations Vice President 
Email: tazz4199@yahoo.com 
 

 

                          
President RandiSu showing off her bowling skills. 

 

Treasurer  

  
Char  

Blashill  
C: 218 -444 -8050   

Hello Bemidji Jaycees  
     Treasurerôs Report is available upon request. 

 

mailto:bemidjinewsletter@yahoo.com
http://www.facebook.com/
mailto:bemidjinewsletter@yahoo.com
mailto:tazz4199@yahoo.com


 
 
 

Relay For Life 
Hello Bemidji Jaycees , 

We have some exciting things going on for the 
Relay For Life this year. We will again be running a 
movie tent at the Relay For Life event on August 
14th from noon-midnight. We will be having some 
activities in the tent and selling p opcorn, snacks, 
and root beer floats!  
You can also help the Jaycee Team raise money by 
purchasing luminary bags and coupon books. Both 
are $10 and the entire proceeds go to the Relay for 
life. If you want to make an online donation you 
can do so at the fo llowing link: 
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?pg=team&fr_id=
22978&team_id=632557 This is where you can join 
the team or make a direct donation. Any and all 
help is greatly appreciated! 
To purchase the coupon books or luminary bags or 
for any questions regarding the Relay, please 
contact Team Captain, Crystal Hegg at 218-556-
2709 or e-mail at cghegg@yahoo.com. 

 

Bemidji Jaycees Dragon Boat 
Race Team 

Hello Bemidji Jaycees , 
Dragon Boat Races are upon us! We have 
registered the Jaycee team and itôs filling up fast! I 
need to order our team shirts soon, so if you plan 
to be on the Jaycee rowing team, please contact 
Captain Crystal Hegg with your name and t -shirt 
size. We have already signed up for practice times, 
so be prepared to attend AT LEAST 1 of the 
practices, although both is ideal. The practices will 
take place on August 2nd at 7pm and August 4 th at 
8pm. The parade of Teams is Friday, August 6th 
and the races take place all day on the 7th. If you 
canôt commit to all of these dates, you can sign up 
as an alternate. Contact Team Captain ASAP to get 
on the roster!  
Thanks Jaycees! 
Crystal Hegg   C: 218-556-2709 
Team Captain  E: cghegg@yahoo.com 

Bemidji Jaycees Ride For 
Relay! 

Hello Jaycees , 
Do you like to ride motorcycles? Do you like to give 
to worthy causes? Now you can do both. 
Introducing , the 1st Annual Bemidji Jaycees Ride for 
Relay motorcycle ride. This project will t aking place 
Saturday, July 24th with registration running from 
9am-11am at the Bemidji American Legion. We will 
be having a pancake feed during registration and 
the 135 mile ride kicks off at noon. The route is 
planned for HWY 2 heading East with a 15 minute 
stop at Big Fish, a 30 minute stop at Deer River 
American Legion and then up HWY 46 to the 
CrowBar in Squaw Lake for a brief stop and the 
final stop at the Blackduck American Legion before 
heading back to Bemidji. The cost is $25 per bike 
and $10 more for passengers. This includes the 
pancake feed and the first 100 registered get a free 
2010 Relay For Life pin. 
We will need volunteers to help out with the 
cooking and serving of the pancake feed, 
registration and clean up. Please contact chairman 
Crystal Hegg if you can help out or would like to 
participate in the ride at 218 -556-2709 or 
cghegg@yahoo.com. All the proceeds raised from 
the ride will go to the Relay For Life for cancer 
research. Please help in any way you can! 

 

Congratulation to  
Edgar Cantu 

This yearôs Water Carnival Button Winner! 

 

http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?pg=team&fr_id=22978&team_id=632557
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?pg=team&fr_id=22978&team_id=632557
mailto:cghegg@yahoo.com
mailto:cghegg@yahoo.com


 
 
 

Jaycee Spotlight 

 
Shannon Perry 

 
Marital status:  Happily Single 
Birthday:  August 16, 1982 
Horoscope sign:  Leo, canôt you tell by the unruly 
mane 
Hometown:  Wall, SD 
What brought you to this ar ea?  My wonderful 
job and the change of scenery.  
Occupation:  Registered Dietitian 
Family:  My family is extremely close even though 
we lived an average of 2000 miles apart.  I have 
two sisters, I'm the middle child.   This summer I'm 
going to be an aunt.   
Favorite Movie:  Empire Records or Cruel 
Intentions  
Favorite TV Show:  CSI Las Vegas 
Favorite Music: Rock, Alternative and Classical 
Favorite Restaurant:  Big Bowls 
What are your Hobbies?  I love yoga.  I dance 
twice a week.  In my spare time (haha running a 
bit low on that these days) I like to cook, read, 
and sew.  I absolutely enjoy hiking, but I don't get 
out there enough  
If you had a totally free day to do anything 
you wanted, what would you do?  Sleeping in, 
haha so like 8.  Eat a good brunch, relax and 
reading a book.  On the extreme flip side, if money 
was not a factor either  I would  love to go skydiving 

or base jumping.   
Jaycee Birth Month:  April 
Why did you join the Jaycees?  Honestly for the 
possibility of working a Halloween Haunt. 

Favorite Jaycee Even t:  Not a good time to ask 
me this, lol, but I would have to say Water Carnival 
post party.  It's good food, good company, time to 
relax and little possibility of cold blowing snow or 
frigid water soaking me. 

 

 
 

 

Upcoming Calendar 
6/30 -  66 th  Annual Bemidj i Jaycees Water Carnival  
 Begins with Entertainment provided by  

              country band Heroes and Thieves  

7/01 -  66 th  Annual Bemidji Jaycees Water Carnival  
 With Entertainment provided by  

              eclectic rock band Shirts and Skins  

7/02 -  66 th  Annual Bemidji Jaycees Water Carnival  
 With Entertainment provided by  

              rock band Dr. Salty  

7/03 -  66 th  Annual Bemidji Jaycees Water Carnival  
 With Entertainment provided by  

              classic rock band Octaveblue  

7/04 -  66 th  Annual Bem idji Jaycees Water Carnival  
 With Entertainment provided by  

           2007 BluesFest winners Rock Bottom   

                     * begins at 8pm  

7/04 -  Grand Parade starts at 1:00pm  
7/04 -  Fireworks will begin at dusk  
7/05 -  Carnival rides and Bingo will  be the only  
 thing going on for the last day of the Water  
 Carnival  
7/07 6 -  Entertainment Tent teardown Beverages and  
 Dinner will be provided.  

                          PLEASE COME HELP! 
7/13 ï Board Meeting 7:00pm at Bemidji Jaycee  
             Off ice  
7/20 ï General Membership Meeting 7:00pm at  
             Elks Club  
7/24 -  Set -up for Beltrami County Fair Beer Garden  
7/25 -  Set -up for Beltrami County Fair Beer Garden  
7/28 -  Beltrami County Fair Beer Garden begins  
7/29 -  Beltrami County Fair Bee r Garden with  
 Motorcross in the Grandstands  
7/30 -  Beltrami County Fair Beer Garden with  
 The Rodeo in the Grandstands  
7/31 -  Beltrami County Fair Beer Garden with  
 The Rodeo in the Grandstands  
8/01 -  Beltrami County Fair Beer Garden with  
 The Demolit ion Derby in the Grandstands;  
 This is our last day.  
 

 



 
 
 

Jaycee Spotlight 

 
Ryan Thomas 

 

Marital status:  Married 
Birthday:  July 18 (itôs coming up and Iôd like stuff 
I can grow into)  
Horoscope sign:  Cancer 
Hometown:  Ada, MN 
What brought you to this area?  I came for 
college, but after moving away for a job I moved 
back quite honestly for BSU hockey. True story. 
Occupation:  Magazine Publisher/Advertising 
Salesman/Community Organizer/Superhero/Bum 
Family:  two kids ð Dylan & Lily 
Favorite Movie:  Empire Records or Cruel 
Intentions  
Favorite TV Show:  Two and a Half Men 
Favorite Music: hard rock/punk/alt rock  
Favorite Restaurant:   Cattails 
What are your Hobbies?  Reading, writing, 
arithmetic, hunting, scuba diving and the great 
outdoors in general 
If you had a totally  free day to do anything 
you wanted, what would you do?  Who knows? 
It would depend on what the weather was like, 
how far I could get and if I had to work the next 
day. Is my budget unlimited also? Well, forget all 
that Iôd just circumnavigate the earth in a single 
engine plane or maybe a sailboat. 
Jaycee Birth Month:  Iôm a born-again Jaycee. 
The second time was April. 

Why did you join the Jaycees?  Right now, Iôm 
asking myself that very question .... Just kidding of 
course, I joined to give back to the commu nity. 
Favorite Jaycee Event:  Polar Plunge  
 

 
 

Bemidji Jaycees being 
Recognized 

June : 
     Board Member of the Month: Char Blashill  
     General Member of the Month: Nathan Johnson  
     Bonehead of the Month: Dave Geiger  
 
 
 

 
Check Us Out! 

Did you know that t he Bemidji Jaycees have a 

webpage?  Yeah!  Weôve been kicked into the 21st  
Century!  Log -on and see:  

www.bemidjijaycees.com   

 
Weôve also entered the Generation Y landscape 

called Facebook! Come join our FAN page!   
www.facebook.com/bemidjijaycees   

 

Weôre looking professional now complete with a 
downtown Bemidji office!  You should swing by 

during one of our meetings, see it and say hello!  
Itôs where our board and other meetings are held.  

522 Beltrami Ave.  #20 (itôs downstairs) 
 

Our general membership meetings are held every 

third Tuesday (July 20 th )  at our new location Elks 
Club.  Weôre on the second level;  anybody and 

everybody is welcome to attend!  
 

 

 


